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May 3,1901 ggg 

Report from Hongkong — Plague and smallpox — The Government vaccine 

farm. 

Hongkong, China, March 18, 1901. 

Sir : I have the honor to transmit herewith the report of inspection 
work at this station for the week ended March 16, 1901 : 

Nine vessels were inspected during the week, 735 individuals were 
bathed, and 917 pieces of baggage were disinfected by steam. Four- 
teen cases of bubonic plague and 11 deaths were reported in the colony 
during the week against 14 cases and 15 deaths for the previous week. 
Thus far, the total number of cases reported during the year has been 
52, with 42 deaths. The government of Eangoon has declared Hong- 
kong an infected port, and Saigon has established a twelve days' quar- 
antine upon arrivals from this port. 

Smallpox has rapidly increased and may now be considered epidemic ; 
16 cases and 4 deaths were reported during the week. In view of the 
fact that cases are occurring throughout the colony and the disease is 
epidemic in Canton, it seemed necessary to enforce article 5, paragraph 
3, regulations at foreign ports. The vaccination is done by the ship's 
surgeon directly after the steamer leaves the port and in cases where 
the steamer carries no surgeon it is done by the port surgeon. This has 
not been done until the present epidemic began, but as smallpox is prac- 
tically always present at some of the ports of call of the trans-Pacific 
steamers, it seems an important protection, especially as it might be 
difficult to obtain a fresh supply of vaccine virus at the port of Honolulu 
at all times. The supply of vaccine virus for this colony is obtained from 
Saigon, Shanghai, and Japan. A limited quantity is manufactured at 
the Government vaccine farm. This farm was visited in company with 
Dr. Leeds, the Government veterinary surgeon, who kindly showed me 
the methods of manufacture. The buildings and floors are of stone and 
cement and can be kept perfectly clean. Water-buffalo calves are used 
in the preparation, one being inoculated during my visit. Another 
visit was made to observe the method of collecting the lymph. After 
rejecting the outer crusts, the remaining crusts and serum are collected, 
ground in a mortar with equal parts of water and glycerin and stored 
in capillary tubes ready for use. . 

Dr. Leeds informed me that an epidemic of rinderpest is at present 
prevailing among the cattle in the colony. It is interesting to know 
that the doctor has treated this disease during a past epidemic by means 
of antirinderpest serum with marked success and reported the same in 
1899. 

Eespectfully, John "W. Kerr, 

Assistant Surgeon, U. 8. M. M. 8. 

The Surgeon-General, 

U. 8. Marine-Hospital Service. 
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[Inclosure.] 
Report of vessels inspected at Hongkong, China, week ended March 16, 1901. 
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Mar. 15 


V. S. S. Buffalo (d) 


New York via Manila ... 





Mar. 16 







Do .... 


















a Asiatic crew bathed and effects disinfected by steam. 

b Asiatic crew and steerage passengers bathed and effects disinfected by steam. 

< European crew. 

■d Bill of health issued on certificate of medical officer. 

Plague in Amoy. 

[Copy of cablegram over telephone from State Department.] 

Amoy, April SO. — Hay, Washington. — Plague. Johnson. 

COLOMBIA. 

Reports from Bocas del Toro — Fruit port. 

Booas del Toro, Colombia, April 17, 1901. 

Sir : I have the honor herewith to forward a report of the work done 
at this station for the week ended Tuesday, April 16, 1901, inclusive : 

The following-named vessels have been inspected, received bills of 
health with the corresponding certificate, and cleared for the United 
States during the week : April 10, Norwegian steamship Simon Dumois; 
Nieuwejaar, master; crew, 15; no passengers ; for Mobile, Ala.; Nor- 
wegian steamship Kitty; Mortinsen, master ; crew, 18 ; no passengers ; 
for New Orleans, La. April 13, Norwegian steamship John Wilson; 
Olsen, master; crew, 16; no passe ngers ; for Mobile, Ala.; Norwegian 
steamship Yumuri; Boe, master; crew, 16; no passengers; for Mobile, Ala. 

The health of this place and of the surrounding villages in the lagoons 
remains good. The weather is very dry — no rain for several weeks — 
and as the inhabitants are dependent on the rainfall for their supply of 
drinking water, which is caught in tanks and barrels, and this supply 
has been exhausted for about a week, the majority of the people are 
getting their supply of water from the neighboring creeks. My observa- 
tions have been that there is an increase in the number of malarial 
«ases where the people drink the water from the creeks and rivers. 
Bespectfully, Paul Osterhatjt, 

Acting Assistant Surgeon, U. S. M. H. 8. 

The Surgeon-General, 

U. S. Marine- Hospital Service. 

CUBA. 

Report from Havana. 

Havana, Cuba, April 28, 1901. 
Sir : I have the honor to submit the following report for the week 
ended April 20, 1901 : 

The weather continues cool, dry, and pleasant. The daily report of 



